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Each day of absence in ninth grade is associated with a 
dramatically reduced likelihood of graduating.

0-4 – days out – 87% chance of graduating
5-9 – days out – 63% chance of graduating

10-14 – days out – 41% chance of graduating
15-19 – days out – 21% chance of graduating
20-24 – days out – 9 %chance of graduating
25-29 – days out – 5% chance of graduating
30-34 – days out – 2% chance of graduating
35-40 – days out – 1% chance of graduating

Source:  Every Child a Graduate
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Average Daily 
Attendance

• The % of enrolled students who attend school each day.  It 
is used for funding allocations.  

Truancy

• Typically refers only to unexcused absences and is defined 
by each state.  It signals the potential need for legal 
intervention under state compulsory education laws. 

Chronic 
Absences

• Missing 10% or more of school for any reason – excused, 
unexcused, etc.  It is an indication that a student is 
academically at risk due to missing too much school. 

Attendance Terms



What is chronic absenteeism?

Chronic absenteeism is not the same as truancy or average daily 
attendance – the attendance rate schools use for state report 
cards and federal accountability. 

Chronic absenteeism means missing 10 percent of a school year 
for any reason. 

A school can have average daily attendance of 90 percent and 
still have 40 percent of its students chronically absent, because 
on different days, different students make up that 90 percent. 



National look at chronic absenteeism
• For the roughly 50 million students enrolled in grades Pre-K to 12 in 

America’s public schools, the estimate is that from 5 to 7.5 million 
students each year are not attending school regularly 

• Half or more of the students who are chronically absent may be so for 
multiple years 

• About one-quarter of chronically absent students are severely 
chronically absent, which means missing two months or more of 
school 

• Millions of public school students are missing huge amounts of school
Source:  Balfanz, R., & Byrnes, V. (2012). Chronic Absenteeism: Summarizing What We Know From 
Nationally Available Data. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Center for Social Organization of Schools. 
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 Nationwide, as many as 7.5 million students miss 
nearly a month of school every year. That’s 135 
million days of lost time in the classroom. 

 In some cities, as many as one in four students are 
missing that much school. 

 Chronic absenteeism is a red alert that students 
are headed for academic trouble and eventually for 
dropping out of high school. 

 Poor attendance isn’t just a problem in high school. 
It can start as early as pre-kindergarten. 

www.attendanceworks.org

Some Stuff



What does research say about poor 
attendance as a dropout indicator?

Truancy, according to the US Department of 
Education, is the first sign of trouble; the first 
indicator that a young person is giving up and 
losing his or her way. When young people start 
skipping school, they are telling their parents, 
school officials, and the community at large that 
they are in trouble and need our help if they are 
to keep moving forward in life. 



http://www.utahdataalliance.org/downloads/ChronicAbsenteeismResearchBrief.pdf 

The Effects of 
Chronic Absence 
on Dropout Rates 
Are Cumulative



Myth 1:  Attending Kindergarten 
Regularly Doesn’t Really Matter
Myth 2:  We don’t need to worry 
about large number of students 
missing school until middle or high 
school.
Myth 3: Most schools already monitor 
when students are chronically absent
Myth 4:  Because families are 
ultimately responsible for children 
getting to class there’s not much 
schools can do to improve attendance



Impact on Student Success

The association between poor attendance and lower NAEP scores is 
robust and holds for every state studied and for each of the districts 
regardless of size, region or composition of the student population. 

Students reporting missing 3 or more days of school in the prior month 
had lower average NAEP scores in reading and math than students with 
fewer absences.

Poor attendance contributes to the achievement gap for students 
struggling with poverty and from communities of color.

Source:  Attendance Works



Average Daily Attendance Rate
2011 2012 2013 2014

State ADA Rate, 94.407% State Absentee Rate, 94.503% State Absentee Rate, 94.133% State Absentee Rate, 94.659%



Absentee Rate
2011 2012 2013 2014

State Absentee Rate, 5.579% State Absentee Rate, 5.482% State Absentee Rate, 5.890% State Absentee Rate, 5.377%



Truancy Rate
2011 2012 2013 2014

State Truancy Rate, 0.089% State Truancy Rate, 0.091% State Truancy Rate, 0.091% State Truancy Rate, 0.088%



Components of an 
Early Warning System

• A belief in the power of data in reform

• Strategies -- indicators, interventions, monitoring 
and modifications

• Enabling technology

• Organizational infrastructure for delivery, planning, 
use and reflection

• Resources – personnel and the community



Early Warning Indicators of Student 
Disengagement

Attendance

Behavior

Course Performance

Student 
Disengagement
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Tier 3

Tier 2

Tier 1

Attendance Pyramid of Intervention

Individual help

For a targeted 
group

Universal – for all in 
school or system



Absenteeism Affects Socioemotional 
Outcomes

Chronic absence is associated with a lack of certain social skills, 
including a child’s ability to pay attention, work independently, adapt 
to change and persist in tasks. It also reflects a lack of eagerness to 
learn new things and a lack of engagement in school. Differences are 
greater for the students who miss more school. 

A comparison of social skills testing done in the fall and spring of the 
kindergarten years found that most students started school with 
similar levels of engagement. Those with worse attendance showed 
decreases in their engagement in school and eagerness to learn by 
the spring testing.

Source: Michael Gottfried, Journal of Education for Students Placed at Risk



State and District Attendance Trends

Alabama Administrative Code 290-3-1.02(7)(c)

• Truancy Definition
• Written excuse within 3 days of absence
• 7 unexcused absences within a school year constitute a 

student being truant
• Interagency Committee on Youth Truancy Task Force 

• Early Warning Truancy Prevention Program



Early Warning

A program designed to intervene and thus 
avoid the necessity of truancy and behavior 
cases becoming official cases with the juvenile 
court system.  



Early Warning
• The State Department of Education recognizes that 

students may be at-risk due to situations, 
circumstances, and /or conditions (e.g., 
environment, family, health) over which they may 
have limited control.  

• Early Warning is designed to identify those 
students who are truant and at-risk and bring to 
the student’s attention as well as the parents, the 
laws pertaining to mandatory school attendance 
and the consequences associated with failure to 
follow these laws. 



Early Warning
• In most cases, Early Warning is a collaborative 

effort between a school system, the local juvenile 
court system, the district attorney, community 
support agencies, and the parent to ensure regular 
attendance of a student between the ages of seven 
and seventeen and to identify and align 
wraparound supports to the family.  

• In other cases, Early Warning may be conducted at 
the local school/LEA level or at the Court level.



It’s the Law!

Code of Alabama (1975) §16-28-3

Every child between 6 and 17 years of age

Code of Alabama (1975) §§ 16-28-19 and 16-12-18

Employment of Attendance Officer

Code of Alabama (1975) §16-28-12(c)

Complaint/petition against the parent



There is Some Good News

• When students attend school regularly, they can see outsized literacy 
gains. Ready’s study showed that low-income kids who attended 
regularly appeared to benefit from the instruction more than their 
higher income peers. 

• They gained 8 percent more literacy skills in kindergarten and nearly 7 
percent more in first grade. This narrows the reading gap between 
rich and poor by nearly a third. 

• Students who arrived at pre-K with the weakest skills and attended 
regularly saw the biggest gains. And when chronically absent students 
improve their attendance, they can get back on track academically.

Source: Socioeconomic Disadvantage, School Attendance, and Early Cognitive Development: 

The Differential Effects of School Exposure, Douglas D. Ready



Attendance Matters!

Students who missed fewer than 2 days in September 
typically had good attendance rates for the entire year.

Half the students who missed 2-4 days in September went 
on to miss a month or more of school. This group missed an 
average of 25 days.

Nearly 9 out of 10 students who missed more than 4 days in 
September were chronically absent that year. These 
students missed an average of 70 days.

Source: Why September Matters: Improving Student Attendance, Linda S. Olson



Our Vision

Every Child a Graduate – Every Graduate Prepared



Questions?

Dr. Susan McKim
Absenteeism, Social Work, Juvenile Diversion Director

smckim@alsde.edu

mailto:smckim@alsde.edu

